T To our Dear Friend and thereſt of the Officers under 
| Aiscommand to becommunicated by the chief Officer upon the place. 


DEAaRk FRIENDS, 


=Filt 1ER it pleaſed the Lord ſo wonderfully to appear for his people in owning the 
1 poor endeayours of his ſcrvants as to the late Wars in 7reland and Scotland. and by 
that Glorious victory he was pleaſed to give usat Forcefter, this Nation being reſto- 
redtoſuch an unexpeRed peaceable condition , It was the expettation of thoſe that 

feared the Lord,that ſome ſuitable returns would have been madetothe glory of God 
the comfort of the godly, and the well-being of the People of this Common-wealth. 

But hitherto it hath been matter of ſad lamentai ion, that the good things hoped 

for, have not been brought forth amongſt us; inſomuch that the work of the Lord hath ſeemed to ſtand 
ſtill, and all the inſtruments thereof haye been like men of no might, or like a woman in travel ready to 
faint for want of ſtrength to bring forth , whileſt thoſe that ſtand by are waiting for the birth; Which 
Satan, the grand Enemy of God and his people, obſerving, hath not been wanting to ſtirup his in- 
ſtruments , to conceive new hopes, and by new deſigns to endeavour the deſtroying of that inte- 
reſt the Lord hath hitherto owned; and to ſet up an oppoſite intereſt, which might reproach the glori- 

ous works of God, and make the inſtruments whom he hath uſed, and ble(led, Offenders. 

Whileſt the conſideration of theſe things lay ſad upon our hearts, together with the late miſcariage of 
our Fleet, it pleaſed the Lord to pur into the heart of the General & the Officers now at the Head- quarters 
being of,and belonging to the Forces 1n Ireland and Scotland, 2s well as England,to ſeek the Lord toge- 
ther, and to humble our ſelyes at his feet, for thoſe evils which might cauſe him to withdraw his PIC= 
ſencefrom us , and to maniteſt tokens of his diſpleaſure againſt us. And after ſeveral daies waiting at the 
Throne of Grace, we were generally convinced, | 

That our hearts have been looking after the things of this world, and our own private affairs, more 
then the things of Jeſus Chriſt and his People. 

That we have been overtaken with a {lothful ſpirit , and growing weary of the work of the Lord, 
have been ready to ſay with Baruch, Wojs menow, for the Lord hath added grief to my ſorrow, 1 fainted in my 

ſrghing, and T find no reſt, Jer. 45- 3. 

That thoſethat fear the Lord, both in the Army and elſewhere, havenot in this timeof peace, ſo Im- 
proved their intereſt one in another as they ought, tothe edifying of each other in love, as the Churches 
did AQt.g. 31. (Then had the Churches reſt throughout all Judea,and Galllee and Samaria, and were edified, and 
walking in the fear of the Lord , and in the comfort of the holy GhoS#, were multiplied.) But havebeen too apt 
by evil firmiſings, and jealouſies, to grieve the hearts, and weaken the hands of one another. 

That the people of this Nation are ſubje& to grievous oppreſſions through the obſtruction of Juſtice - 
and that the Lord might fay tous, for whom he hath done ſuch great things in Egland, as he did to his 
Vine-yard-Jſa. 5. 7+ And he looked for Judgement, but behold Oppreſſuon, for Righteouſneſſe, but beholsl a Cry. 

That through the corruption of many in places of authority,ſome good men are made to ſuffer for con- 
ſcience ſake,and many bad men take encouragement in their licentious principles,and prophan e prafti- 
ſes, by reaſon whereof wickedneſs doth very much abound amongſt us. 

| Upon all theſe and the like conſiderations, we have been ſtrongly convinced, that it is a duty very 
much incumbent upon us to awaken our ſelyes,and by all lawful waies and means to endeavour the procu- 
ring of theſe following things, which have been promiſed by the Parliament, and , as Weare Inform 
ed, are under their preſent conſideration. 
2 Firſt, Forthe preventing the many inconveniencies apparently ariſing from the long continuance of 
'F _ thefameperfonsin Supreme Authority, That there may be ſueceſiive Parliaments conſiſting of men faith 
$ - fultothe intereſtofthe Commonwealth ; Men of truth, fearingGod, and hating covetoutneſle. 

Ws Sccondly, ThattheLawes may be regulatedin ſuch fort , that what is good in them may be maintain- 
ed, and thecorruptions, abuſes, delates, vexations, unneceſſary trayels and expences, and whatſoeyer 
ſhall be found really burthenſome and grievous to the people, may be taken away. 

Thirdly, That liberty and protection may be given by a Law to all the truly peer of though of different 
judgements, to worſhip God peaceably. without impofing upon, or moleſting'oneanother. Andthat 
no encouragement be thereby giyen to ſuch as are popiſh or prophane in the exerciſe of their ſuperſtitious 
forms, or licentious practiſes. 

Fourthbly , That the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt may be diſpenſed to all the people of this Common». 
wealth, and thoſe that Jabour faithfully in that work, receive all due countenance and encouragement. 

And having thus freely opened our hearts to you, we earneſtly begg the affi ſtance of your prayers, 

(in which wetruſt you will be frequent and fervent) that we may in all things demean our ſelves as 

becometh us. And what the Lord ſhall ſcr upon your hearts, by way of conyiction either asto fin, or du- 

ty,if you do communicate the ſame to us, we ſhall take it as a ignof your acceptanceof this our brother - 
ly freedometowards you, 

We ſhal now commend you to the graceot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and remain your moſt affecti. 
onate Friends and brethren. | 


James's, Weſtminſtcr Signed in the name and by theappointment of the General meet- 
January 28. 1652. ing of Officers of the Army _» 


